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Chapter 8
OUT OF TOWN TRAVEL / VACATION

8-1. Purpose. This chapter describes the Department’s policies and procedures regarding children in
out-of-home care and out of town travel. While normalcy focuses on allowing children to participate
fully in normal childhood activities and outings, it is the position of the Department of Children and
Families that out-of-home caregivers should be supported to function as normally as possible.
Caregivers are strongly encouraged to include children in all activities while maintaining their right to
make reasonable and prudent parenting decisions.

8-2. Scope. The policies and procedures within this operating procedure apply to all staff of the
Department, Community-Based Care lead agencies and subcontracted providers involved with children
in out-of-home care. This includes child protective investigators, case managers, Children’s Legal
Services attorneys, foster families, child caring agency staff, relatives, nonrelatives and Department
program specialists. Local policies must not be more restrictive than the policies and procedures
outlined in this chapter.

8-3. Vacation.

a. Caregivers shall be encouraged to take children placed in their care on planned family
vacations.

b. When travel involves visiting with friends or family of the caregivers, background screening is
not required. Caregivers shall utilize a reasonable and prudent parent standard when choosing who to
visit when traveling.

c. Caregivers will notify the assigned child welfare professional of all out of town travel in
advance and in accordance with existing court orders.

d. Travel cannot conflict with orders of the court. Additional court approval may be required
prior to travel.

e. While caregivers have authority to make decisions about the normal activities of foster
children in their care, the caregiver needs to consider known parental wishes in these decisions.

8-4. Out of Town Travel.

a. Out of town travel must also be in compliance with the above paragraph 8-3 concerning
vacation.

b. When caregivers need to travel and taking a child with them is not prudent, such as a family
emergency, they may choose to leave the child in their care with a family or person well known to them
in accordance with Chapter 7 of this operating procedure.






