Rick Scott

State of Florida E ‘Governor .
Department ot Chlldren and Famllies R ‘
SN .. MikeCarroll

Secretary
MYF[,FAMILI_ ES.COM g

DATE: January. 1.2, 2016

TO: Regional Managing Directors -
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‘ icki Abrams, Assistant Secretary for Operations
bnice Thomas, Assistant Secretary for Child Welfare
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FROM: “Kimberly Grabent, Human Tratfickmg Preventlon Dlrector

SUBJECT: Human Trafficking Screentng Tool (HTST) and Level of Human Trafflcklng .

Placement Tool

PURPOSE: This memorandum outlines the statu'tortly' required screening and
assessment tools that have been developed for the identification and assessment of

- needs for the sexually explolted chIId

BACKGROUND: Section 409. 1754 Florida Statutes, created by the Legls!ature dunng
the 2014 legislative session, cites admintstratlve requwements for serwng child-victims-
of sexua! exploitation. ,

The law requnres the develob’ment or adoption of instruments for the Identification, |
placement and assessment of needs for the sexua|ly exploited chuld Section

, 407 1754, Florida Statutes, says in part:

(1) SCREENING AND ASSESSMENT.— L

(a) The department shall develop or adopt one or more mitial screening and
assessment instruments to identify, determine the needs of, plan services for, and
determine the appropriate placement for sexually exploited children, The department

__ shall consult state and local agencies, organizations, and individuais involved in the :

identification and care of sexually exploited children when developing or adopting initial - '
scresning and assessment instruments. Initial screening and assessment instruments - -

- shall assess the approprlate placement of a sexually explolted chtld Including whether

-
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minimum, the following factors:
1. Risk of the child running away. L
-2, " Risk of the child recruiting other children Into the commerclal sex
trade .
3. "Level of the child's attachment to his or her explolter.
4. Level and type of trauma that the child has endured.
5. Nature of the child’s interactions with faw enforcement.
6. . Length of time that the child was sexually. explolted
7.. Extent of any substance abuse by the child. B
. (b) The Initial screening and assessment Instruments shall he valtdated i
possible, and must be used by the départment, juvenile assessment centers as
provided in s, 985.135, and community-based care lead agencles. = -
~{c) The department shall adopt rules that specify the initial screening and |
assessment instruments to be used and provide requirements for their use and for the
reporting of data colteoted through therr use. : S n...

With statewide input and aﬂer two public hearlngs the human trafficklng rule, Chapter
65C-43, Florida Admlnlstratlve Code, was adopted January 12, 20186. ‘

As required in statute and rule, the following tools have been developed: Human
Trafficking Screening Tool and Level of Human Trafficking Placement Tool.

_ :_. Human Traffrcktng Screenlng Tool (HTSI)

- The Human Traﬁrckmg Screening Tool (HTST) was developed through a 23-momber
workgroup, co-facllitated by the Department of Children and Families (DCF) and the
Department of Juvenite Justice (DJJ). The HTST is a common tool to be -
utilized by DJJ Juvenile Assessment Center (JAC) Assessors, by the Department of
Children and Families’ specially trained Child Protective Investigators, the Sheriff's
Offices’ Child Protective Investigators and Communlty-Based Care Lead Agency staff or
their contracted providers as outlined below.

Department of Children and Families : '
The following indicators will trigger Child Proteotrve Investlgators (CPI) to conduct the
HTST with a child or victim listed in thelr report. Only staff who have completed the
Specialized Human Trafficking Tralning may complete the tool. A non-specialized CP|
who recognizes any of the below indicators on a child or victim in an tnvestrgatron Is fo
request a speciallzed CPI to administer the screenlng tool -

Communlty-Based Care Lead Agenctes

When a child ona dependency case managers’ caseload has any of the fo!lowlng
Indioators, the case manager will refer. the child to the community-based care lead
agency's designated specialized scresner(s s) to. conduct the HTST. If a dependent child
already has a current designation in FSFN as confirmed CSEC-Involved on the person
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: commercral sexual exptoltatlon of children)

Humari traffrckrng may be suspected for a number of reasons. The HTST ts to be used
by spacially trained child protective lnvestlgators or case managers when any of the
following indicators are present: ,

« Youth's acknowledgement of being trafficked. o

« Report of human traffickirig by parent/guardian, law enforcement, medical or
service provider, teachet, child protective servlces, and/or ]uvenlle probation
officer. :

. Hrstory of- running away or gettrng klcked out 4+ tlmes

(Definition of running away or getting kicked out of home: Include times the

youth did not voluntarlly retuirn within 24 hours and tnclude Incidenits not reported
by or to law enforcement.) - : :

o Child'is 12 or older and has a history of allegatlons of sexual abuse (with or
without findings) or a disclosure of sexual abusa by the child.

e Current incident or history of lnapproprrate sexual behavrors (not limited to
prostitution). : :

o Child known to assoclate with confrrmed or suspected CSEC youth. .

¢ Child s recovered from runaway episoda In a hotel or known area of prostltutlon

« Child has no knowledge about the community he/she Is located In.

¢ Child is not allowed or unable to speak for him/herself and may be extremely
fearful. : :

e Child has no personal ltens or possesslons (including ldentlty documents if
foreign barn).

+ Child appears to have material items that he or she cannot afford (e a., cell

- phones, expenslive clothing, tablets, etc.), , :

s Child shows signs of being greomed (e.g., hair dons, nails done, new clothlng,

~efc. that child cannot afford or justify how paid for).

¢ Suspicious tattoos or other signs of brandmg (e.q., tattoos ot the traffrckers
names, dollar signs, efc.).

Level of Human Trafflcklng Placement Tool

The Level of Human Trafﬂcklng Ptacsment Tool was developed with the Ieadershrp of
Dr. Leslie Gavin, clinical psychologist at Nemours Children’s Hospital in Orlando; and a
statewide work group co-faclilitated between the Department of Children and Famllies
and the Department of Juvenile Justice. The Level of Human Trafficking Placement Tool
Is & tool that can be utilized in the multi-disciplinary staffing procéss to assess the array
of potential interventions and placements for the victim of sexual exploltatron This
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from community-level Interventions within the child’s existing home through dependency

“options of relative care, traditional foster care, group care, specialized therapeutic foster
care, safe foster home, safe house, residential group setting, and locked residential -
mental health' placement, requiring a suitabiiity assessment. -

The tool is designed to ensure the following five domains are considered and discussed
in determining the appropriate level of placement. The five domalins explore the child's”
risk of running, risk of placement disruption,-motivation to engage in treatment, the level
of familial and community support available to the child, and if the child needs to be
outside of hisfher resident county for safety. The discussion through these five domains
should explore the potential for safe house placement and the possible benefits of, as
well as barriers to, such a placement. In addition, it encourages the team to assess a
fuII array of senrices and placement options for the child : :

The Department must report annually to the Legislature the number of assessments
completed and the autcome of the assessments, specifically if a safe foster home or

safe (group) home was selected for placement, and if not, why not. The Screening,
Placement and Services for Sexually Exploited Chitdren and Young Adults Fieportlng
Checklist Is attached for collecting the information that must be reported to the

Department monthly with an annual tally for reporting to the Legislature as required in
section 39.524, F.S. The checklist was Incorporated into Chapter 66C-43, F.A.C.

Utilization of the Level of Human Trafficking Placement Tool should assist the .
community-based care organlzation with collection of the data tor the annual Ieglsiative '
report. :

Decisions for placement should be made on a case-by case basis, based on the
specific needs of the child being evaluated. There should not be a presumption

that a safe foster home or safe house is the appropriate placement in every situation for
a child who has been the victim of sexual exploitation. As community out-patient, in--
home treatment options expand, the opportunlty for less restrictive Interventrons can be
explorad.

ACTION REQUIRED: Please share this memor'andum and the attac_hments as’
appropriate with your child protective and case management staff. If you are in need of
additional trainings for staff in the area of human trafficking or use of the HTST or Level
-of Human Trafficking Placement Tool, please contact your Regional Human Trafficking
Coordinator to schedule time. The Reglonal Human Trafficking Coordinators are:

Marina Anderson (Northwest and Northeast regions)
marina.anderson@myflfamilies.com '
Telephone: (904) 955-7647 .

Sue Aboul-hosn (Central and Suncoast regions)
sue.aboulhosn @ myflfamilies.com
Telephone: (407) 719-4228

-
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-

Tisha Pierre (Southeast and Southern reglons) g o
tisha.pierre @ myflfamilies.com D o
Telephone: (850) 228 9984 ' e

With the adoption of Chapter 65C-43, F. A. C the Human Trafﬂcklng Screening Tool
should be used statewnde, as directed by sectlon 408, 1754 FS.

All staff who utilize the Human Trafficking Screening Tool must have completed the slx-
hour Specialized Human Trafficking Training and be up to date on quarterly additional
human trafficking training as referenced in the Training Requirements for.Specialized
Human Trafficking Demgnatnon Memo dated July 22, 2014 and in Chapter 65C-43,
FAC.

m~ " |

L o
_ ATrACHMENTS _ p
Human Trafficking Screening Tool Admlnistration Gulde L
Level of Human Trafficking Placement Tool ' o
Scresning, Placement and Services for Sexually Explouted Children and Young Aduits
Reporting Checklist .

cc: -JoShonda Guerrier, Director of Child Welfare Strateglc Proiects '
Ginger Giriffeth, Director of Child Welfare Performance and Quality Management
Patricia Badland, Director of Child Welfare Operations .
Center for Child Welfare ‘ :




