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Memorandum of Agreement between the Department of Health and
The Department of Children and Families Regarding Joint Supervised
Facilit ies
ACTION REQUIRED: Disseminate to appropriate staff
DUE DATE: None

PURPOSE: This memorandum addresses the specific regulatory duties of the
Department of Children and Families (DCF) and the Department of Health in facilit ies
where there is joint supervision and to eliminate repetition of regulatory duties performed
by each agency.

BACKGROUND: The Memorandum of Agreement between the Department of Health
and the Department of Children and Families outlines definitive inspection requirements
for family foster homes and residential group care facilities.

DOH SPECIAL INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS FOR FOSTER HOMES:

lnspection Frequencv: Foster homes will be inspected prior to initial l icensure and each
year prior to renewal.

Written lnspection Request: Prior to the initiation of a foster home inspection, Department
of Children and Families or the applicable child-placing agency must submit a written
request to the environmental health section of the local County Health Department. The
request must be provided 30 days prior to the date the inspection is needed. The 30-day
time period begins the day the request is received by the local County Health Department.

Countv Health Department Responsibilit ies: The County Health Department will attempt
to contact the foster parent three times, after three failed attempts, the request will be
returned to the applicable DCF office or child-placing agency for follow-up.
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Follow-up Requests: The procedures outlined for a "written request" will be the same for a
follow up request. The Department of Children and Families or the applicable child-
placing agency must confirm that any situation or condition that caused the return of the
initial request has been corrected before submitting a follow-up request.

Facilitv staff must make an inspection request for a residential facility.

SCOPE OF FOSTER HOME INSPECTIONS
FAC 65C-13.030(5Xa),(c)1 . ,  ( f)3.,5.,6 . ,7 . ,11

The home will be inspected and receive a satisfactory inspection result for the following:

. Water supply
o Food holding temperature
. plumbing
o Vermin control
o Sewage
. Garbage and rubbish disposal
o Home and premises free from objects, material and conditions that constitute a

danger to children
. No large items stored in the safe outdoor play area
. Bedroom doors will have locks that can be opened from the outside in an

emergency
. Adequate supply of hot water not to exceed 120 degrees Fahrenheit
o All doors and windows used for ventilation shall be screened

SCOPE OF RESPONSIBILITY OF LICENSING SPECIALIST RELATED TO WATER
SAFETY

65C-1 3.024 (2), 65C-1 3.025 (d) 3, 65C-13.030 (d) 1 , 2, 3 (e) 1-7

. Verification of water safety course when applicable

. Description of all potential water hazards
o Documentation of discussion regarding supervision requirements
. Wading pools must be emptied and stored when not in use
. Swimming pools must have a barrier on all sides at least four feet high
. Access through barriers must one of the following safety features:

. Alarm
o Key lock
. Self-locking doors
. Bolt lock
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o When the swimming pool is not in use all entry points must be locked
. Above ground pools with steps/ladders shall be locked or removed when pool is not in

use
. Hot tubs and spas must have a safety cover that can be locked
. Swimming pools must have one of the following life saving devices:

. Ring buoy
o Rescue tube
. Flotation device with rope
. Shepherd's hook of sufficient length to cover the area

Historically, the County Health Department and Licensing Specialist have been
responsible for confirming adherence to licensing standards related to pool safety. To
avoid duplication of services, this will now be the responsibility of licensing staff.

Additionally, there have been instances in which the County Health Department has
denied satisfactory inspections to caregivers under circumstances not supported by
Community Based Care or the Department of Children and Families. Example, requiring a
home located on a golf course with a lake, a few miles away, to fence the property.

The MOA will allow Department of Children and Families in partnership with Community
Based Care Agencies to make the best decisions regarding the safety and well-being of
the children we serve.

SCOPE OF DCF LICENSED GROUP CARE FACILITIES

Where appropriate, inspections shall be conducted for compliance in accordance with the
following Department of Health rule chapters:

. 64E-6, regarding onsite sewage requirements
o 64E-8, regarding water supply
. 64E-9, regarding public swimming pools
. 64E-11, regarding food service operation
. 64E-12, sanitary practices relating to the operation and maintenance of community

based residential facilities
. 64E-16, regarding biomedical waste, and other Department of Health general

sanitation standards.
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ACTION REQUIRED: Please disseminate to appropriate staff

CONTACT INFORMATION: For additional information, please contact Stacey Cleveland
at Stacey_Cleveland@dcf.state.fl.us or 850-921-8833. A copy of the Memorandum of
Understanding is attached
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