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SUBJECT:  Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement, Updated Requirements

PURPOSE: This memorandum is to provide direction to case mahagement cohcerning
changes to federal law that impact child welfare practice In Florida.

BACKGROUND: On September 29, 2014, Public Law 113-183, The Preventing Sex Trafficking
and Strengthening Families Act, was signed Into faw and Includes amendments to the Soclal.
Security Act regarding the use of the permanency goal Another Planned Permanent Living
Arrangement (APPLA). The requirements outlined below are effective on September 29, 2015,

'ACTION NEEDED: Section 112 of Public Law 113-183 amended Title IV-E of the Soclal
Sacurity Act to limit the use of APPLA as a permanensy goal to childlren age 16 and older. In
addition, the amendment adds requirements related to documentation at permanency hearings
when APPLA Is the identified permanency goal for the chid.

Children's Legal Setvices (CL.S) has issued a memo Informing CLS staff of the new
requirements above. CLS will be meeting with case management to review any child who
currently has a permanency goal of APPLA and will not attein the age of 18 prior to the next
permanency hearing. For these chlldren, CLS staff will work with case management staff to
determine an appropriate aiternative permanency goal,

In addition, CL.S will belworking with case management staff to ensure the following
requirements are included In the findings at any permanency hearing for a child with a
permanency goal of APPLA. The following findings must be included In the order:

« Case management's ongoing efforts to return the child home or secure a placement with
a fit and wiiling relative, a legal guardian, or an adoptive parent;

» The court's inguiry of the child about the desired permenency outcome,

¢+ Tha court's-determination why APPLA is the best permanency plan for the child.and why
It Is not In the child's best Interest to return home, be adopted, or be placed with a legal
guardian or fit and wiling relative,
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« How the chlid's current placement is following the reasonable and prudent parent .
standard; and . : :
» The child’s opportunities to engage in age or developmentally approptiate activifies.

CONTACT INFORMATION: Should you have questions about this communication, please
contact Amy Hand, Office of Child Welfars, at 850-717-4481 or via e-mail at
amy.hand@myfifamllies.com. :
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