Child Fatality Summary
Child's Name: Derek Cordon

County: Orange

Date of Birth: 04/15/2014

Date of Death: 12/10/2016

Report Number: 2016-344471
Family Composition Chart
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Derek Cordon
Hana Cordon
Nolan Cordon

2 years old
11 months
28 years old
29 years old
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Mother
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Circumstances Surrounding Death
On December 12, 2016, the two-year-old child passed away after suffering apparent
head trauma on December 9, 2016.
According to the family, the following information was provided.
The family arrived in Florida on December 5, 2016 for vacation.
On December 8, 2016, the family went to Hollywood Studios at approximately 9:30 a.m.
and were there all day. They watched the last show for the evening at approximately
7:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., then went to Disney Springs to get ice cream and after that they
went through the drive through at McDonald's for dinner. They arrived back to the hotel
at approximately 9:00 p.m.
Both children went to bed at approximately 10:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. At approximately
midnight Derek woke up crying. The mother indicated he was screaming from a
nightmare and she gently shook him to wake him up. She placed her hand over his
mouth to quiet him and then she realized he was not breathing. The father indicated
when he woke up the mother already had Derek in her arms. The parents as they
thought it was faster to drive Derek to the hospital so the mother left the hotel at 12:53
a.m. and drove Derek to Dr. Phillips Hospital. When they arrived at the hospital Derek
was unresponsive, Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation was initiated and Derek was revived.
They completed a Computerized Tomography (CT) scan and he was then transferred to
Arnold Palmer Hospital.

At Arnold Palmer Hospital Derek was diagnosed with right arachnoid subdural
hemorrhage, subdural hemorrhage to the left temple, subdural hemorrhage with a
midline shift, and retinal hemorrhaging.
On December 10, 2016, Derek Cordon was pronounced deceased at 7:40 p.m.
The father and mother consented to a drug screens and both were negative.
On May 9, 2017, the investigation was closed with:
Verified Findings of Death, Physical Injury, and Internal Injuries as to Derek
Cordon, with Hannah Cordon as the caregiver responsible.
Verified Findings of Medical Neglect as to Derek Cordon, with Nolan Cordon as
the caregiver responsible.
No Indicators of Inadequate Supervision as to Derek Cordon .
The Child Protection Team completed a medical examination addendum and the
medical opinion was the mother shook Derek vigorously resulting in his sudden change
in mental status and alteration in respiratory pattern. The family was neglectful in not
calling 911 and not notifying the father's sister who is an RN. The family was neglectful
in not having a family member accompany the mother while she was driving to the
hospital with Derek. By the time Derek arrived to Dr. Phillips Hospital, he was in full
cardiopulmonary arrest and required CPR. His clinical examination was consistent with
a severe brain injury.
The Child Protection Team completed another medical examination addendum on
February 21, 2017 after the autopsy report was received. According to this consultation,
Derek's cause of death was blunt head and neck trauma. The manner of death was
homicide. The injury included a right subdural hematoma, a right brain contusion with
intraparenchymal and subarachnoid extension. There was bilateral optic nerve
hemorrhages and right retinal hemorrhages. There were no traumatic injuries to the
neck musculature. There was evidence of right to left brain shift with herniation. The
cervical spinal cord showed a small intraparenchymal contusion and there was a two
by-half centimeter contusion with an adjacent hematoma of the right parietal lobe. A
neuropathology consultation was performed by Dr. Aaron Wagner of Orlando Regional
Medical Center. He stated that there was no evidence of mass lesions or thrombus of
the superior sagittal sinus. He again described the brain herniation and a right parietal
contusion. He stated that the vasculature was in the expected anatomic distribution and
that al the vessels were patent. Dr. Wagner also documented the cervical spinal cord
contusion and right parietal contusion. He confirmed bilateral optic nerve hemorrhages
and retinal hemorrhages of the right eye. He described no developmental abnormalities.
There are no medical conditions diagnosed by either Dr. Stephany or Dr. Wagner that
would explain Derek's sudden alteration of mental status or heterogeneous subdural
hematoma, brain and spinal cord contusions, optic nerve hemorrhages, and retinal
hemorrhages. The impression of this medical consultation remained the same as the
prior medical consultations.

The Orange County Sherriff's Office investigated the death of Derek Cordon (16
111490). On December 9, 2016, Hana Cordon was arrested and charged with
Aggravated Child Abuse. No additional charges were filed against the mother and the
State Attorney is not pursuing the Aggravated Child Abuse charge.
On December 12, 2016, District Nine Chief Medical Examiner Joshua Stephany, M.D.,
completed an autopsy of Derek Cordon. ME# 2016-001851.
Cause of Death: Blunt Head and Neck Trauma
Manner of Death: Homicide
Autopsy Findings:
I.

Evidence of injury:
a. Right subdural hemorrhage status post right craniotomy with residual
blood in the right subdural space at the time of autopsy
b. Right cortical contusion with intraparenchymal and subarachnoid
extension
c. Bilateral optic nerve hemorrhages
d. Right retinal hemorrhage
e. Cervical spinal cord hemorrhage

Conclusion: In consideration of the circumstances surrounding the death, and after
examination of the body, toxicology analysis, microscopic analysis, bacterial cultures,
and viral molecular panel, it is my opinion that the death of Derek Cordon, a 2-year-old
white infant witnessed to go unresponsive and subsequently transported to the hospital,
is the result of blunt head and neck trauma. Toxicology was positive for isopropanol
alcohol. This is due to postmortem contamination due to isopropanol alcohol being used
during the autopsy. Bilateral bacteria/lung cultures were negative. A respiratory viral
molecular panel was negative. Blood cultures were positive for coagulase negative
Staphylococcus and Streptococci. I feel these are due to postmortem contamination and
not contributory toward the cause of death. The manner of death is homicide.
Other Children in the Family:
The family was provided with grief counseling information.

. The case met the criteria for
clearly observable based upon Derek's injuries and a verified report by the Child

Protection Team stating that Derek's injuries are consistent with non-accidental abusive
head trauma. The case met the criteria for imminent as Derek passed away from
abusive head trauma and neither that mother or father have provided an explanation
that was consistent with the injuries that Derek was presenting with
. The case met the criteria for out of control as
the mother's impulsive and violent actions and the father's inaction has led to Derek's
death. The case met the criteria for severe as Derek was deceased

The case is very high risk

.
Summary of Current Agency Involvement with Family
The family does not have any current involvement with the department.
Summary of Prior Agency Involvement with Family
The family does not have any prior abuse report in Florida.
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